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Meet theArtist of theMonth

Valerie Baber
Check out Valerie’s website at www.vbaberdesigns.com

Valerie Baber must have had a good reason to leave
her dreams of a career in interior design. Some might
call her new line of work ‘exterior design’ except for
people not buildings.
Years ago, when she started knitting again, she found

that there was a world of creative opportunity right
there in wool and two needles.
She started out designing and knitting ready to wear

children’s hats and sweaters and women’s wear before
she realized that she could do more. Much more.
“I just started working on a different idea, a different

look. ‘I wanted to do more of an art piece. Not a
garment any more.’ I was tired of doing that,” she
admitted.
“I wanted to use what I learned in my interior design

training and start working it into pieces.”
To say that she has taken that ball of yarn and run

with it would be saying too little. Her sculptural wear
is instantly recognizable for a very good reason: you
haven’t seen anything else like it.
These intricately knit pieces are heavy on the details

but that also means they’re utterly unique. She hand
knits and crochets scarves, shawls, sweaters, neck
warmers, fingerless gloves, hats, accessories, and more
for women and men, and all using her own designs and
all with high end pure and natural yarns made with pure
natural Merino sheep, alpaca, llama, silk, Cashmere,

organic cotton, linen, bamboo and other fibres.
She takes her inspired ideas and these amazing raw

materials and transforms them into wearable art that
has had fans flocking to the Alberta Craft Council for
a few years. Now, you don’t have to leave St. Albert to
find the latest Valerie Baber on the shelf. Once you find
her, you’ll fall in love with all of the same things that
inspired this artist in the first place.
“I just really love design and all the aspects of

shaping and texture and movement. I don’t want flat
surfaces any more. I wanted to make my garments
come alive, have movement and be 3-D. Not boring!”
You could add colour to the list of design aspects that

has Baber’s eye as she often uses hand painted yarns for
that extra special visual effect. Currently, she’s working
on a new series of architectural pieces infused with her
love of Gothic styles.
“I find crochet is easier than knitting. I’m working

on techniques right now where I can really bring it and
move it and shape it even better than I was before.”
That means that her body of work is set to take even

more twists and turns than it already has.
People can check out her blog at www.intricateknits.

wordpress.com where she sometimes posts free patterns
but there’s also her website at www.vbaberdesigns.com
to entice the fashionista in you to see what the ‘fuzz’ is
all about.

This special feature runs once a month and highlights a local artist from the region. By Scott Hayes.
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